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pon entering Jo Ellen Designs boutigque on the coast of Maine,
visitors find themselves enveloped in natural beauty and splen-

= did color. The shop features amazing mountain and river views
... = _from its ample windows. and rugs of all sizes, boasting striking
hues and intricate designs, fill the space. But the maost fascinating display
is the art created right before customers’ eves. The store is also the studio
of mother-daughter artists Jo Ellen and Jessica Stammen,

As a former children’s book illustrator. Jo Ellen has always had
a creative mind, but after yvears of meeting deadlines and illustrating
other people’s ideas, she was ready to let her imagination soar. “T've
always had wild design in me that really wanted to come out,” she says.
“I began realizing how much I loved home goods, but needed something
as my canvas. Rugs became that perfect canvas for me.” With encour-
agement from her family, Jo Ellen embarked on her own business venture,
producing one-of-a-kind designs to be transferred onto elaborately
woven rugs and pillows.

With talent and an eye for beauty, Jessica inherited her mother’s
artistic inclinations and attended graduate school, specializing in fine art
and painting. “Mom was always sending a
barrage of images and ideas my way,” Jes-
sica recalls. “We know each other and have
complete support of one another” Always
a team, it was a natural fit for the two to
blend their abilities. Jessica maintains the
business side and continues her painting,
which adorns the walls of the store, while
Jo Ellen is eonstantly designing. “We have
a similar eve for artistic things, but Jessica
is a little more edgy, and that boosts me,”
Jo Ellen savs. "Our two generations together
bring a look that is timeless.”
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“Foergone has their own .u'.rf.!'rj.'.'.fu'
way to bring beauty into the world.

”;"_jr.-'l.lfr."l antrs in the art we create to

share with others.”

— JESSICA STAMMEN
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